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Recollections of an American Tourist,
THE FUR-TRAPPER.

BY CHARLES LANMAN,

The unique brotherhood of men to
whom we now direct the attention of our
readers have always depended upon the
fur trade alone for their support, and as
the various fur companies of North Awmer-
ica have flourished and declined, so have
the trappers multiplied or decreased in
numbers. The French, who were the
founders of the for trade onthe continent,
established themselves here in 1606, and
the trapping fraternity may therefore claim
the honor of having existed nearly two
centuries and a hall. To estimste the
precise number of individuals  composing
this ciass at the present time;would bean
impassibility, occupying as they do a sec-
tion of country extending from the Pacific |
Ocean to Hudson's Bay

By the laws of our country they have
ever been looked upon-as aliens from the
commonwealth of civilization, and by the
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Iudian tribes as trespassers upon their nal-
ural and inherited privileges. The blood
of the white man, though frequently con-
siderably adulterated, invariably rons
through their veins, and the great majori~
ty trace their origin toa Freach, Scottish,
or Irish ancestry, it being an established
and singular fact that teappers of pure A-
merican  blood are exceedingly rare.
Those of the far north commonly have

Frenchman, and those of the south-west
the flaxen hair and broad brogue of the
Seotchman or Irishman, The motives

entering upon their peculiar life are of
| course (-\ceedmgh various, but among the
| more common ones may be mentioned a
[ deeply rooted love for the works of Nature
in their primeval luxuriance, want of suf-
ficient m!vll;;m\cr 1o [lrnﬁu:utl‘ a maore re-
spectable business, aud a desire to keep
out of the way of eertain laws which they
| have transgressed in their earlier doys.—
[ They are usually men with families, their

dren, as a matter of halll Lreeds.
They liave what may be termed hixed hial-
itations, bat they are rade log cabins, loca-
ted on the extreme fropticrs of the civi-
[1zed world,  In religina, as » class, they
| are behind their ged brethren of the wil-
derness, and their knowledge of books is’
| quite Limited. Generally speaking they
ipend abuat nine anonths rdaming alone
through the solitnde of the forests and
prairies, and the remainmng three months
of the yoar with their families at the tra-
Jding posts ofthe fur compames. As their
harvest time 15 the winter. lfn‘y ire neces-
sarily men of iron constitations, and fre-
quently endure the severest of hurdships
and Understanding as they
do the science ol trapping and the use ol
a gun more thoroughly thax the Indian,
they eclipse kim in the business of acquir-
[ ing furs, and from tbeir superior knowl-
f edge of the civilized world, limited though
it be, they realize wuch greater progts,
and hence it is that they sure ol rc.¥ has
ted by the lndians, but also by 1h Araders
I'beir manner of dressing = orsinanly a-
| bout half civilized, their buck skin huni~
ing shirts and fur caps, of their own man-
ufacture, being almost as picturesque as
| the blanket and plumes of the Indian him-
self, As to the amimals which they make
it their business to capture, it may be
| mentioned that chiefest smong them all is
the beaver, but a goodly portion of their
| income is decived from the furs and pel-
| trins of the martin, olter, lil'l]!!kl':ll. bear, l
| fox, mink, lynx, wolverine, raccoon, woll, |
elk, and deer, and the roles of the huge |
| buffalo,
It now behooves ua to describe the life
{ of the trapping fraternity somewhat more
minutely, and in doing this we shall give
| an illustrative sketeh of the career of a
single individual, describing his departure
from home, his sojourn in the wilderness,
his return home, and his manner of spend-
ing his brief summer furlough.

It is a bright October morning, and a-
bout the threshold of the wrapper's cabin
there is unusuul stir. While the trapper
himself is busily engaged in extmiving
and putting i order his traps; packing
away his powder aud léad, with a pamber
uf good flints, giving Lthe tock of his old
rifie a thorough oiling, and sharpening his
knives, his wifc 18 siowing away in his
knapsack a few simple cooking utensils, 3
small bag of tea and a liule sugar, several
pairs’ of moceasins and coarse woollen
socks, and a goodly quantity of the sinewy
materials used in making snow shoes.—
The fact that our friend 1s about to leave
his family for almost a year, makes him
particularly kind 1o those about him; and,
by way of manifesting his feelings, he
gives into his wife's possession whut little
spare money he may have left in his pock-
et out of his earnings of the previous yesr,
and allows his children to make as much
noise s they please, even refraining from
scolding them when they kick and abuse
his favorite hunting dogs.  All things be-
ing ready, night com:s and the trapper
permits himself to enjoy another sleep in
the midst of his household, but long before
the break of day he has whistled o his
dogs, and, with his knapsack on his back,
has 1aken his departare for a siream that
rises among the Rocky Mountains. Irhis
cour<e lies through a forest land, he con-
tinues to travel on foot, taking his own
leisure, killing sufficient game to satisly
| bis wants ; snd sleeping at night upon his
{ skins, under 3 canopy of leaves. If exten-
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sive prairies, he obtains a pony, and,
packing himsell and plunder upon the an-
imal, plays the part of an egnesirian.
When the first blast of December, accom-
sanied by a shower of snow, sweeps over
the land, it finds our trapper snugly domi-
ciled in a log shanty at the mouth of the
river where he proposes to spend the win-
ter, trapping beaver.

And now all things are ready, and the
teapper has actually entered upon his win-
ter avocation. He has reconnoitered the
valley in which he finds himsell, and hay-
ing ascertained the localities of the beas
ver, with their houses and dams, he forth-
with manages to shoot a single male bea-
ver, and having obtained from his glandu-
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palm, and away he goes out upon
bonizing tour among 1he hangers on aXiut

lous pouch a substance ealled castoreum,
he mixes it with a number of aromaties,
and in three or four days he is supplied

with a suitable bait and proceeds to set his |

traps. As the senses of the beaver are
exceedingly keen, the busmess of the
trapper requires experience and greal cau-
tion, and he glides through the forest al-
most with the silence of a ghost, but,
when master of his calling, he seldom
leaves a beaver village until, by his cun-
ning arts, it has become depopulnated. The
war of extermination, as already intima-
ted, begins at the mouth of the river, and
with our friend will only cease when he
Las reached the fvuntain head, or the sea-
son of trapping comes to in end, The
coldest of winds may blow and the wonds
may be completely bloc ked with snow, but
the trapper has mounted his snow-shoes,
and day after day does he re-visit and res
arrange lis traps.  ITnight overtakes him
when far removed from his shanty, (which
may be the case more than half the time,)
he digs himsell a hole in some sheltered
snow bank and wrapped up i his blanket
by the side of his solitary fire spends a
strangely comfortable night. When not
engaged with histraps, he spends Lis time
in drying and dressing Ins turs, or, as fan-
ey may dictate, he shoulders his gun and
starts out for the purpose of capluring a
deer, a bear, or some of the beasts which
are wont (0 howl him to sleep at the mids
night bour. Wild game, as a maller ol
course, constitutes his principal food, but
he is particnlarly partinl to the trail of his
favorite beaver.  The only human beings
with whom he has any social intercourse
during the long winter, are the poor wan-
dering Tndians, who chance to vigithim in
his cabin; and at such times many are the
wild adventures and strange legends which
they relate to each other around the huge
fire of the trapper. And he now enjoys
1o perfection the companionship of his
dogs, Companions, it is true, of another
sort sometymes gather around lis lonely
halutation to relieve lis solitude, for the
snowy owl hoots and screams at night,
from the huge pine branch that reaches
over his cabin, or perhaps an snmolested
deer manifests lis love of companionship
by browsing the twigs in broad daylight
at very threshold. But now far
weather cometh ont of the north, and the
trapper begins to think that he has secur-
ed such a supply of furs as will guarantee
kim a comfortable support during the com-
ing summer, and one by ane he gathers his
traps. The crack of lus rifle is now heard
more frequently echoing through the
woods, for he caresnot to oblain more
beaver skins even il he could, =od he
wounld obtain a sufficient number of mis-
cellaneous furs 1o render his assortment
complete, Heavy spring rains have set
in, the water courses are nearly released
from their icy feiters, and on issuing from
his eabin, aflter a might of conflicting
dreams, he finds that the ndighboring
stresm has become unusually full. A sin.
gle glance at its turbid water is enough.—
He cats down a suitable tree and builds
him a canae, and in this does he stow a-
way hiz farsand all his other plunder, aud
seizing his paddle, he jumps into his seat,
and with a light heart starts for his distant
howme,

The rains are over and gone, and als
though our voyager has been ien days op-
on the water, he has yet at least a thou-
sand additionsl miles to rravel.  Rapids
without number are to be passed, many a
laboricus. porfage must be made around
luge waterfalls, and at Jeast two months
must elapse before he can moor his hiule
barge in the haven where he would be—
Day follows day, and his course is onword.
All along his robate the forest trees are
bursting their buds and decking them-
selves with the livery of the vernal season,
while the grusses and flowers of the prai-
ries are siriving to overreach each other
#s they loom into the pleasant sunshine.
And then the heart of our voyager is
cheered by the singing of birds. When
night comes, and he has lain himsell dowa
by his watch fire on the shore, in some lit-
e cove, he is lulled to sleep by the mur-
muring music of the siream. If, on a
pleasant day when he is fatigued, he hap-
pens upon an Indian encampment and
finds that an extensive ball-play or an In-
'1}3“ horse-race, or any important medi
cine ceremony is aboat 1o occur, he tars
ries there fora few hours, and then, if his
mind dwells upon the grotesque and lacgh-
able scenes he has witnessed, he resumes
his voyage in a more cheerful mood. Day
follows day, and the stream upon which he
is now floating i« broad and deep, and
sweeps onward as if rejoicing with pride
for having triumphed over the obstacles
of the wilderness, and is rapidly approach-
ing the fields and the abodes of eiviliza~
tion. It is now the close of aday in the
lealy mouth of June, and our voyager is
gliding noiselessly into the quiet cove be-
side his cahin, and uttering a loud whistle
or whoop, his family hasten to the shore,
and he is at home !

"The summer time, in the opinion of our
trapper [riend, is the scason for unalloyed
enjoyment, for it is then he gives himself

s

l"’d if he finds 1t necessary 1o cross exten-

up to the gratification of all his desires.— |

the trading establishments, recounting to
| ail who will listen to him his adventures
| in the wilderuess, and spending the re-
| muinder of the sammer after the manner
of the idle ond dissipated. But the frost
brings him to his senses, and the trapper
is himself again —for he is thinking of the
wilderness,
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MESSAGE
OFf the Presinext oF THE USITED STATES
to both Houses of the TmmTY-FiRsST
raxcre=s, December, 1349,
cittzens of Senuale and IHouse of

Representatives :—

Sixty years have clapsed since the estab-
lishiment of this Government, and the Con-
gress of the United States again nasembles,
1o lewislate for an empire of freemen. Tle

ictions of evil prophets, who formerly
pretended to foretell the downfall of our m-
stitutions, are now remembered only to be
derided, and the United Statza of America
at this moment present tothe world the most
and permanent (Government on earth,

Such is the result of she Iabors of those
who have gone before us.  Upon Congress

ance of our system of free government, and
the transamizaon of it, unimpaired, to poster-
ity
We are nt peace with all the nations of
the world, and seck to mainiain our cherish-
ed relutions of amity with them. During the
mst year, we have been blessed, by a kind
‘]'rm'ui.-nwu, with an abundance of the fruits
of the earth:and, although the destroving
angel, for a time, vistied extensive portions
of our territory with the ravagesof a dvead-
ful pestilence, vet, the Almighty hasat length
deigned 1o stay his hand, «and to restore the
inestimahle blessing of gencral health to a
prople who have acknowledged his power,
deprecated his wrath, and implored his mer-
ciful protection.

While enjoying the benefits of amieable
intervourse with foreign nations, wo have not
Lien insensible to the distractions and wars
which have prevailed in other quarters of the
warld, It is a proper theme of thanksgiving
to Him who rules the destinies of nations,
that we have been able 1o maintain, amidst
all these contests, an independent and nev-
tral perition towards all beliigerent powers,

Our relasions with Great Britain are of the
most fnendly character. In consequence of
the recent alteration of the Dritish naviza-
tion acts, Dritish vessels, from Brtish and
other foreign ports, will (under cor existing
laws) after the first day of January next,
be admitted o entry in our ports, with car-
goes of the growth, masufucture. or produc-
tion of any part of the world, on the same
terms, as to duties, imports and charges, s
vessols of the United States with therr car-
goes ; and our vessels will be admitted to the
same advantsges in British ports, entering
therein on the same terms as British vessels.
Should no order in council disturb this legis- |
lative arrangement, the late act of the Brit- |
ish Parl'ament, by which Great Dritain is |
!lrull_-_v_hl withi. the terms lt'l"’!po.‘cll 'l"l' the
nct of Conzress of the 1st of March, 1817,
it is hoped, will be productive of benefit to
Loth countries.

A slizht interruption of diplomatic inter-
caurse, which ovcurred between this governs
ment and France, Lam bhappy to suy, has
been terminated, and our minister there has
beon received. It is therefore unneressary
to refer. now, ta the circumstanees which led
to that interruptien. 1 need not express to
vou the sincere satisfaction with which we
shall weleome the arrival of another Envoy
Extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary |
from a sister republie, 1o which we lLave so |
lons Lbeen, and still remain, bound by the l
strongest ties of amity.

Shortly after I had entered upon the dis- |
claree of the Executive duties, 1 was ap- |
prized that a war-steamer, belonging to the ]

|
|

German Empire, was being fitted out in (e
harbor of New York, with the aid of some
of our naval officers, rendered under the
permission of the late Secretary of the Na-
vv. This permission wns granted during an
armistice between that Empire and the King-
dom of Denmark, which had been engaged |
in the Schleswig-Holstein war.  Apprehien- |
sive that this act of intervention, on our part,
might be viewed asa violation of peutral ob- I
ligations. incurred by the treaty with Den- |
mark, and of the provisions of the act of |
Congress of the 20th of April, 1818, 1di-
rected that no further aid should be render-
el by any agent or officer of the Navy; and
I instructed the Secretary of State to ap- [
prize the Minister of the German Empire
accredited 1o this Government, of my deter-
minntion to executo the law of the United
States, and to maintain the fuith of treaties |
with all nations. The correspondence which
snsued between the Department of State
and the Minister of the German Empire, is
herewith laid before you. The execntion of
the law and the observance of the treaty
were deemed by me to be due td the honor
of the country, as well asto the sacred obli-
gations of the Constitution. 1 shall not fl
to pursue the same course, should a sl_mllnr
case arise with any other nation. Having a- |
vowed the opinion, on taking the gath of-
fice, that, in disputes between conflicting for-
gign governments, it is our interest, not less
than our duty, fo remain_strictly neutral, 1
shall not abundon it. You will perceive,
from the correspandenco submiited 1o you,
in conpexion with this subject, that the course
adopted in this case has been. properly re-
garded by The belligerent powers interested
m the matter.
Although a Minister of the United States
to the Gurmsn Fwopire was appointed by my
redecessor, in August, 1845, and has, for &
ong time, been in attendance, at Frankfort-
on-the-Main : and although a Mipister, ap-
pointed to represent that Empire, was re-
ceived and accredited here, yet no such Gov-
arnmaent as that of the German Empire bas
Leen definitively constituted.  Mr. Donel-
son, our represcutative at Frankfort, remain-
ed thers several months ia the expectation

will eninently depend the future mainten- |

—

| ler ability to sustain it

| eure their agjostient.

that a union of the German States, under
one consitution or form of Fovernmen
might .t length, be organized. It is believed,
by those well aciquainted with the existing
rielations between Prussia and the States of
Germany, that no such union ean be, perma-
nently, sstablished without her co- operstion,
In the event of the formation of such union,
and the organization of & central power in
Germany, of which she shoold form a part,
it would become necessary to withdraw our
Minister at Berlin ; but while Prussia exists
as an independent kingdom, and diplomatie
glations are maintained with ber, there can
no necessity  for the continunnce of the
ion to Frankfort. 1 bave, therefore, re-

Med Mr. Donelon, and directed the ar-

hives of the legation at Frankfort, 1o be trans-
ferred to the American leontion st Derlin.

Having been apprized that a considerable
number of ady e engaged in fit-
tinz out o militarr expedition. within the
United States, and agninst a foreign country;
and believing, from the best information 1
(‘mlld oll'.niu, that it was 1]1' 1 w] o im. :'.-:1.'
the island of Cuba, | deemed it due to the
friendly relations exiting between the United
States and Spain ; to the treaty between the
two nations ; to the lnwsof the United States,
and, above ull, to the American honor, to ex-
ert the lawful authority of this Gurernment
in suppressing the expedition and prevent-
ing the invasion. ‘Lo this end, I issued a
proclamation, enjoining it upon the officers
ol the United States, civil und military, 1o
use all lawful means witliin their Ir\l\i’i'r.- A
copy of that proclumation is herewith suhb-
mitted. 'he expedition has been suppressed.
So long ns the act of Congress of the 20th of
April, 1815, whica owes its exstence fo the
law of nations and o the policy off Wash-
ington himself, shall remain on oue statute
book, T Lold it to be the duty of the Execu-
tive hli!]il'\r!é_\' 0.« }*'."- it injunctions.

While this expedition \\:;1 in progress, I
was mformed that n f—.lrci;:'n-.'r. who :"I.ilnu d
our prim:rlinu. had been ('I:‘mlh':‘linq'l'\'. and,
as was supposod, forvibly, enzvied off’ in a
vesel from New Orleans to the sland of
Cuba. I immedistely caosed such sieps to
be taken as 1 thought necessary, in cuse the
information | had réecived shoull prove cor-
rect, lo indieate the honur of the country,
and the right of every person seeking an
asylum on our soil fo the protection of our
laws. The person alleged to have Leen ab-
ducted was prompily restored, and the cir-
cumstanees of the case are now about toun-
derga investigation before a jodicial tribunal.
I would respectfully suggest, that although
thie erime charged to have besn comumitted
in this case is held odious ns being in conflict
with vur opinions on the salject of national
soversignty and personal frecdom, there isno
prohibition of it, or punishment for it, pro-
vided in any aet of Congress.  The expeddi-
ency of supplying this defect in our eriminal
code is therefore recommended to your con-

_ gideration.
b

I have scrupulously avoided any interfer-
ence in the wars and contentions which have
recently distracted Earope.

During the lute eonflict between Austria
and Hungary, there stemed (o be a prospect
that the latter might become an independent
nation. However faint that prospect ot the
timo appeared, I thouzht it my duty, in ae-
cordance with the gencral sent of the
American people, who deeply sympathised
with the Magyar patriots, to stand prepared,
upon the contingency of the establishment
I"\‘ ber of a permancnt oy ernment, to be
the first to welcome independent Hungary in-
to the fumily of nations. For this purpose,
] iuvested an ngent, then in Europe, with
power to declare our willingness promptly to
rocognize her independence, in the event of
The powerful in-
tervention of Hussia, in the contest, extin-
guished the hopesof the strug
The United States did not, at any time, in-
terfere in the contest; but the feelings of the
nation were strongly enlisted in the cause,
and by the sufferings of a brave people, who
had made a gallant though unsuce «ful ef-
fort to be frec.

Our claims upon Portugal have been, du-

ing the past vear, prosceuted with renewed
\{c M n]l‘l ;E h."l‘. 1""'" ll':o' wet (o "'"\l-[li‘\'
every uffort of honorable diplomacy to pro-
! Out late. Charge '
Affiires at Lisbon, the Hon. George W.
H'.'pl\im. made able and energetic, bot un-
successfol efforts to sctile these unpleasaint
mutters of controversy, and to oblain indem-
nity for the wrongs which were the salijects
of complaint. Our present Charge "FAffuires
at thut court will, also, bring to the proseca-
tions of these cluims, ability anid zeal. The
revolutionary nmd distracted condition of
Portugal, in past times, bas been represented
u¢ one of the leading causes of her delay in
indemnifying our suffering citizens, But 1
must now say, it i1s a matter of ]:—ml'uun-l re-
gret that these claims have not yet been set-
tled. The omission of Portugal todo jus-
tice to the Amernican cluimants has row as.
sumed a character so grave and serions, that
I shall shortly make it the subject of a spe-
cial messnne to Congress, witha view tosuch
ultimate action as its wisdom and patriotism
may suggest.

With Ruw-ia, Austria, Prussia, Sweden,
Denmark, Belgium, the Netherlands, and
the Indian States, we still maintain our ac-
customed smicable relaticans,

Daring the recent revolutions in the I’apal
Siates, our Charge d'Affaires at Rome has
been unable to present hisletter of credence,
which, indeed, he was directed by my pre-
decessor to withbold until be should receive
further orders~. Soch was the-unsettied con-
ditinn of things in those States, that it was
not deemed expedient to give him any ins
structions on the sulject of presenting his

| eredential letter_diffcrent from those with

which he had been faruished by the late ad-
ministeation, until the 25th of June last;
when, in consequence of the want of accu-
rate information of the exact stateof thinzs,
at that distance from us, he was instrocted to
exercise his own discretion in presenting

| himself to the then existing government, if,

in his judgment, sufficiently stable ; or ¥ not,
to await further events. Since that period.
Rome has undergone another revolution and,
e abides the establishment of agovernment
sufficiently permanent to justify him in open-
ing diplomatio intercomrve with it.
With the republic of Mexico, it iz our
true policy to cultivate ihe most friendly
relations.  Sinee the ratification ol the
treaty of Guadalope Hidnlgo, nothing has
oceurred of u seriana character to disturb
them. A fithful observance of the ireaiy.
and a gincere respect for her rights, cannot
fail to secure the lasting confidence and
friendship of that republic. The message
of my predecessor to the House of Repre-
sentatives, of the Sth of February last,
commuonicating, 1o compliance wilh a ree-
plntion of that body, & copy of a paper
called a protocal, signed ot Quereiaro on
tha 30thof May, 1818, by the commission®

e

l
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NUMBER 36.

ers of the United St
ol forriogn nflaira of ine Mexican govern- |
ment, having been n subjeet ol correzpon
denee hetween the Departiment of Sinte
and the I':n'.'n}' Extr wrdinney and Minia-
ter Plenipotentiary of 1hit republic acer
ited 1o this government, n transeript of thai
earrespondence is herewith submitted.
The Commissiorer on the part of the
United Stales for marking the houndary
boiween the 2 <
in reachir
sincles, ner it place within a short
period afier i required by tie trea-
ty, and was there joined by the Commis-

ulilice, thongsh deloyed

roo by uploreseen ob-

——

ntea and the minisier l tirough the territory of thnt etate, (o ron-

Atlantie 33

e negoiiniion

tect the nd Pacifie s. | have
directed of wih
Nienragow, pledging hoith governments io
protect those who shall engage in and per-
feet the work. All other salions mie invi-
ted by the s1ate of Nicarszun 1o enler iz
the same stipulations %ith her; and the
benefit to Ye derived by each from sach
cment, wili be the protection of this
ICENHIC CAMMUINICHT jan D purmsr

any power which might seek 1o obstruct
i, Al
sates, entering into suel a reary, will en.
jny the right of passage through the canul

nircmy

rto monopolize us advaninges

sioner on the purtof Mexiro. They ens
tered upon their doties: and at the date of
the lstest imelligence from that qunrter,
EDME progeress v made in the sor.
vey. The exproses incident 1o the srgan.
ization of the Commision, and to its can-
"("‘.'.!flt_'n 1o the If-'i.'it \\]:l“*‘ s II1I' rannne
were tu hegin, have so much reduced the
Iand approprinied
ther pum, 1o cover the chnrees which must
be incureed during the present fiseal yenr,
will he necessary. The great frontier o-
longe whieh the boundary extends, the na-
ture of the adjncent te rrite vy ‘nnd the diffi
culty of obinining supplics, except at or
near the extremes of render it nl-
g0 indispensnle that a liberal provision
should be made 10 mert the necessary chiar-
ges during the fecal yenr t-n-img:vn the
30th of June, 1851, | accordingly recom-
mend thin subject to vour giiention,

In the pdjusiment of the claims of the
American eitizens on Mexico, provided for
bey the lute irenty, the employment of conn-
stl, onthe par: ol J-nr(!!..nf-ul. mny he-
rome |n|||'r=r'.n:l lor the purpose nl ;l-ui-l
ing the commissioners in profecting the in-
teresta ol the United Smies, 1 reeons
mend this subiject to the early constderation
ol Congress,

Complaints bave been made in regand
to the mwefliciency of 1he meuns provided
l-y the rovernment of New Grenuda lor
transporting the mail neroes the lsthmus
of Panama, pursnant ta our Postal ron
venlion with thay republic, ol the Gih o’
Murch, 1844. Qur Charge d"Aflhires

hins been L4

iona 1o the zovernment of New

Grennidn, ne will,
prompl rernoval of the cause of l||t|1ia!-! int,

The eapcninnry civil war with which
the e |-!l|>!|I_'-!|. Ven has for some
time paat been ravag hrougln
torelose. In its progre rhehts of
some of our citzona or trading
there have been vinlated,  The restoration
of order will aflerd the Venezuclan gov-
crnment an opporiunily (o exanune nnd re-
dress (hese grnievances snd others of lon-
ger muanding; which our represeniatives nt
Caraecas have, hitherto, uw'lh-l‘lui\l'i'\' ure-
ed upon the atiention of that government,

Tll‘! extension o the const of the l_ nited
Swmies on the Pacific, aod the xampled
enpidity with which the uhal 1= of Cal-
Hornna, ('-dlu‘r:.‘lfl_\'. Are aeret n -
bere, have impmited new copseiuetice (o
our relntions with the other countrnics whose
territoriea border upon that ocean. Itis
probabile thut the intercaurse hetween these
couutries and our [roE=seEsioONs In thnat qunr-
ler, p.|r||e|||.n"|_&' with the ’i!"nlhhn‘ ol Chy-
li, will hecome exlensive amd motually nd-
t'.'||:|lng-;nu, in ]vruiurn TR '.'\i:!'i)rrll-l I‘llu]
Oregon shall inerease in pepulation amd
wenlih. !t is desirable, therefore, that this
government should do everything in its
power 12 [osler nd etrengthen its ~elations
with these states, and thial the spirit of am-
iy belween un should be wotual and cor-
dinl.

I recommend the oheervanee of the same
course towarde all other Amuerican siates,
The United States stand as the grent A-
mericnn power o which, ns their natural
plly and Iriend, they will alwnys he dispo=
ed, first, to loak for medintion and  aesist
ance, in the event of ony collini in beiween
e and any Foropenp patinn, . As aurh
we may often kindly medinte in their bes
halll without entangling for
eign Wirs OF unnecessary conimversies
Whenever the faith of sor treaties with
any of them shall require our fntericrence
we Inusl nr:rl'i-:nr:!y interpose

A eogveniion hug been negotinted  with
Brazil, providing for the satisfoction of’ A
mernecan ('!.lllhq on “.- L gov ernment, "1{]-!
it will he submitted 10 the Send Sines
the last session of Cangress, we have
ceived an Bnvay Eximordinary and Min-
ister Plenipotentinry from that Empire, and
our relations wirh it are founded upon

¥ Cangrese that a Jug-

the line,

ui
directed (o etich

it 3% hoped, lead ton

ourselvenin

moest amienble understanding.
Y our nttention is ¢
amendment ol onr
to the African elave trade,
the effecrual suppreszion oj that barbarous
iraffic. 118 not 10 he demied, that 1his
trade i etill, jn part, enrried on by means
of vessels huilt in the United Staies, andd
owned nr navigated by some of our cifi-
zens, The cor respondenee hetween the

invited to an
nwa reliing

with n view 10

Xt

on payment of the enme Lilie
The wnrk

gusrantices,

i ol

il eangiroerd under these
I becone & band of Feare,

nnd
canl

of Ev

ol con'®crion

between tionz of the
] e S imes

ropi conkent lo theie wrenn e ment, (nnd we
hnve no renson 10 suppose that n posi-
e hovoruble will be of pased
by any,) (he enesetes of their preog
ours will eooperate i promoling the sue-
cesf ol the euterprise. | dv nol recom-

| mend noy appeoprittion feem the National
| trenvury for thm purpose, do | believe
thiot AN APPrOPriation & DNCCEFRNTY
Private enterprise, il |-|1-;(rfl\' I-ru:t:t".v.-l.
will complete the work, shoulil it prove to
be fenzible. The paciies who have pro-
cured the charter fram Nicoragus, lorite
pEITUETuNn, this
Goverament beyond - ol
they profess thar, having exnminid tha
prop wed line ol

ton o livir

desire no nesizance lrom
ilw profeetnag

commtiniention, they will
he Il.'-nf}' o commence the anderiakn e
whenever that peoteetion shall be exieni-
them. — Should there appear in
rearon, onexamimng the whole evidence,
the prarci-
4 [P
danbt cotild be speedily solved by an acign
exploration ol the ronte. -

should soch n work be consty neted, nns

e 10 T

ol of

.A:d.rlu’\' of ronstrug g #ug I el

o enterinm a seru

der the eomman  protedtion ol all oot
fur rqual benefita ta all, it would be weitlicr
j1s1 nr expedient thn Any grewl amriimg
State should eomommed the
The teeenory throweh whi
he opened o

ol

UL YR
vibe cminl p oy
feeet! frum the

N surh

winiled

to Lw

claimes apy loreign power,

o er shonilid o HpY @ positian

evalile it hierealter 1o exercise go

i e anfluenee uver e commeree of
tn ohsirivnt

onght to be dedigated 1o

of mankind.,

The rounics neross 1lie
hununiepe and Panumn,
our seriuus cobeideriation
1o enguue ilie
ceszar. 1 he negoristar

Crunadtalape Hiidu

worlid, or

s

il nleo worthy ol
They did

w ol my predes

of the irecey of

£0 Wis instrucied o olfer

Lathmns pr

Byt

an wllenr)

A very large #iim ol mene) farr the righit of
tranwit neross the lsthnws of Tebmaneper
The Mexican government dnl nat
fo the proposition for the porchoase ol

| it il =l

probal
vwith private hul

acetde
rizhit of way Wy bhornnmg
frpt i ».l:d
the
Guaesenal o Tehvantegpree. Fehinl
net rene any proposition te | urehitse, lop
money, n rig I'_u . =

acenrend to nll nanone,

remlv oo

for the canstenetion of & pnespgs |

arIvVer

v owhieh oug o Le ¢

on jeyinenf ol i
sanahle wil o the owners of the in proves
ment, who would, doabiiess, bie well con-
tented with that compensation and the
guarnntees of the maritime Stater ol the
warld, in separite treative negatinted with
Mexico, binding her and In prolee
h

i
those who shiould eonstruct the work, Sue
guaranices woull do more
completion of the communivation through
the territory ol Mexien, than any o

rensonnhle considernnon 1hat coufd bhe

fered ; and as Mexico lersell
the greatest gniner by the of

eommmieation between the Gull” and 1}

to erct e t]

woul
wening ol

Pacific vevan, it is peesuine that she would

not heritivie 1o yield beraid, in the mantirr

proposed, o avcomplish an iinprovement
£0 impornant to her own best interesia
Wi have reason to hope that the prepos-
ed rail mus at Payamn
will he suecessfully conkirucied, under the
e AT ! New
riranged hy my
I June, 1845
which suaraniecs e perieet neotralin
the Isthmus, and the rig
il Jrroperty of New
territory, “witly & view 1y
nuy
or embarruesed™
It is our pediey

ad veross the

protect 3 o the iy wilth

ratifiend

iur-u'.r-r.‘.;.:r o the ithis day

(3renn

Irom ocean i
(L34
ol the ireaty.
age every | rae ienbile rog e perons the
mus, wlich eonnecis North nod S
[

y geenn
LI}

larhi-
South A-
merica, ¢dither by rubeoad o w hirh
the encrey and K rerp

mny mdoee them lo con |,'gr- e, nnd Iy
sider 12
I-(;'Jl‘_\‘

obligarory upon
: sl

Iv incun Ive
anl x
B le L Srenurse
with our pos sions an he Pac

The Tebiapele,

witly reference (o the 1erritory of 1he Uni=

poE n of the Sundwiel

Department of Scre and the Mininter and
Consul! of the United Steies ar Ria de Ja-
neire, which has Irom time been |
laid before Congress, represents ihat it s
n engtomnary device to evade the penaliies
of our lawe'by means of sen lettera,  Ves-
sels sold in Bruzil, when pravided with
such papers by 1he Consul, instend ol re-
turning to the United Siates for a new
regisier, proceed, Al opce, o the const of
Atiica, lor the pu-pose ol obtaining enr-
goes ol slaves. Much nddiional mforma- |
ticn, of the same clinracter, hag recently |
transmitted to the Department of I
|
|

1o lime

heen

Simte.
ey of our laws to &
o izen, who, ina forewn ¢
a vessel huilt in the United States. to the
inconvenience of sending her home for &
new rognsier, belore permitiing her to I:m
ceed onn voynge. Any alieration of 1k
laws, which migiit huve & jendeney tofim-
pede the free transier of propiriy A Tew
gels hetween our cilizens, or e fee pavi-
gatiou of those veseels hetweed

L
yarts of the world, \\In‘-: :;J‘:“!:'ﬂ:::'::r;

ful commerce, shonld ¢

Iy eonsidered ; but 1 LYol
dom will deviee 1 weihod by wihiich eor |

0 licy, in this respect, may be pre- |
;.::1::’!] l::ad e the sueee time the nbose of |
our flag, hy meund of sen-lefrers, in the |
mamnner indicated. mAY he prevented. |
Having ascerinined thal there is 0o pros- |
peci of The re union of the five Stntes of
Central Amerien, whith lofmerly eompos-
edd the republie of Mint nwme, we Eive sep-
arately negolinted with some of them iren-
fies of amily as commerce, which will e
laid before 1hé senale. |
A coniraci lnving been concluded with |
the amte of Nicarauga, by a company
composed of Americin citizens, for the
purpos= of consfructivg n ship canal,

1t has not been consilered 1he pu|-
ect an American
aunry, purchares |

]
|
|

f

wuet That'Yous wis- |

the Parilic

[

the Bl rres of
wlent el

tesdd States on
our persevering
who have repaired ty Dt remote quart
in chrstianizme the e aml indueing
them 1o adopt @ eysiens of ZoVernment ad*
Inwa sutted to tlieir copacHy and wanr +

and 1the use made OUT BUMmPrnus puslc-

.‘llii'.‘ of e herborangl 1l e islands ~ pla-

ces of gesort lor abfaining refeehisefite
wnd repoirs, all rambine ‘o reder 1her

destiny peeulinely [Meerstine 10 ue. 1t iw
our oty o egotuey s Wis . dothunties off
these iataeda in the s &, orle 1 improve apd

elevine the msorad -‘"I }ﬂ?' ienl coridition of’
the inhsbithpts ; «Bd we shoald muke rea-
sonable Hinwsnies far the . ifiralivs msep.
arable frogr bt tak, We desirg hat 1he

Iy
naliv

| islande pay mainiain their independence,

atid they other nntinne shonld concue nily
us in s sentieent. We could in noevent
be ﬁ'.:dfmnl o thew pirssing nnder thia
dummian of any other power.  The prin-
cipal eotnierciinl siates have u ths a com-
mos hwernsl, nad il s o be hopedihat no
poe of them will atlempt 19 interpose ehe-
stucles to the emve mdependonce of the
felnmids

The receipts inta the treasury lor 1he fiss
cal year ending on the ihirketh of Juoe
Inet, were. in cash, Fecty~eight millon- e1glt
hundred wnd thirtythousand nineryv-seven
dellars amd fifly conte, (848530087 30,)
and in treasory  notes fondedy 1en millions
cight hondred asd thirty-three honsand
dollare, (310833,000,) makingan aggree
gate of Siy-nine millions six hinndred wnd
sinty-three thogsand ninetv-arven el rer
and filly ceaw, (59,602.097.50%) ami ihe
expendiares, forthe sane Lme weér, in
ensh, fortv-six millions seven hupdeed anf
ninery-eight thoaemnd six  Landeed andd
sixty-neven dollpra and egghiy-1n cenls,
.9*'5.“!5.!':51‘3‘.; ke W Y Hoire
Fuslad, _Vl‘-"\‘“"’ cught 1




